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Esch2022 presents the history of the
electric guitar - Luc Henzig Collection

A new exhibition at Skip explores the history of rock music through iconic
electric guitars

There is no other instrument that has shaped rock music like the electric
guitar. In collaboration with Rockhal, Esch2022 presents the exhibition “Live,
breathe and sleep guitars” by the Luc Henzig Collection featuring 40
exceptional pieces. The exhibition will take place at SKIP in Esch-Belval from
10 August to 9 October.



‘I consider the role of a collector as being the curator of memories and the one
who shares the stories that create the emotional value of the objects collected.
While there are many stories surrounding my collection, there are two major
threads running through it. The first revolves around the person who designed or
built the instrument, the luthier, the craftsman behind the guitar. The second
relates to the artist who played the instrument, giving it sound, music and life”,
explains Luc Henzig.

The musician articulates his creativity by implementing it through the
instrument. In this four-part exhibition, enthusiasts have the opportunity to
immerse themselves in the history and stories around a selection of 40
guitars from the great selection of the Luc Henzig Collection. Thanks to
original instruments from rock legends such as Jimi Hendrix, guitar
enthusiasts are guided through the origins of amplification, the technical
development, standardisation and commercial success of well-known models
from Fender or Gibson, all the way to the legendary guitar players and their
influence on rock music.

The GETTING LOUD segment recounts the beginnings of the history of the
electric guitar in the 1920s and how the development of an electromagnetic
microphone by George Beauchamp and Adolph Rickenbacker laid its
foundations. The BIG THREE segment illustrates how Léo Fender's
breakthrough in the 1950s with his Fender Broadcaster, which was renamed
the Fender Telecaster, heralded the industrial production of guitars. The
WORKHORSES segment demonstrates how the electric guitar, thanks to its
easy accessibility, its power and its melodic possibilities, gave birth to new
styles, including rock and its numerous guitar heroes such as Hendrix, Page
or, more recently, Joe Bonamassa. The chapter COLLECTOR'S STORIES
focuses on the stories and memories. Luc Henzig's collection also aims to
encourage people to meet and get in touch with other enthusiasts or curious
people. As part of the supporting programme, visitors are invited to actively
participate in themed evenings with jam sessions, concerts and discussion
rounds with Luc Henzig.

Luc Henzig is the president of the Rockhal Amplified Music Center. He is a
passionate collector and very involved in various projects revolving around
music and literature. He used to be head of the Luxembourg Agency for
Cultural Action and contributed to the exhibition “Hugo Gernsback - An
Amazing Story” at the CNL and to the exhibition “The Myth of the Electric
Guitar” at the Groningen Museum by exhibiting part of his electric guitar
collection.



The exhibition will be on show at SKIP from 10 August to 09 October,
Wednesdays to Sundays, from 4pm to 9pm (admission: €7). Admission is free
for all visitors who have previously purchased the combined ticket for the
exhibitions at the Mollerei and the Massenoire.

Find out more about the exhibition here: LIVE, BREATHE AND SLEEP GUITARS

About Esch2022

Esch2022 is the European Capital of Culture 2022, featuring the town of
Esch-Alzette, the ten other Luxembourg municipalities of the Pro-Sud union
and the eight French municipalities of the CCPHVA region. The slogan of
Esch2022 is “Remix Culture”. Production work on the implementation of all of
the themes is being carried out in close cooperation with the municipalities,
the ministries and other partners. Esch2022 is managed by the association
‘Capitale européenne de la culture 2022 asbl’. In 2022, two other cities in
Europe will hold this title: Kaunas in Lithuania and Novi Sad in Serbia.
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