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Schifflange in the spotlight - Esch2022
celebrates the Municipality of the Month
from 22 July to 21 August 2022

The programme of the municipality of Schifflange revolves around
sustainability and associative culture

Schifflange is located right in the heart of the “Terres Rouges” in the Alzette
valley and is surrounded by picturesque hills. Although it is one of the
smallest municipalities in Luxembourg in terms of area, with a population
density of 1,346 inhabitants per square kilometre, Schifflange is a very
multicultural municipality that is home to more than 100 different
nationalities. It is also the most densely populated municipality in



Luxembourg, after Luxembourg-City and Esch-Alzette.

It is therefore not surprising that one of the two major projects of
Schifflange2022 celebrates its diversity and cultural richness: “Europe goes
Scuffelingen”. From Saturday 23 July to Friday 29 July 2022, 15 delegations
from different European countries will get together in Schifflange to take part
in the European Festival, which is organised by the European Peoples'’
Festival Association and held every year in one of the network’s member
cities. This European festival, which represents an important part of the
associative life in Schifflange and which has an impact way beyond municipal
and national borders, promotes exchange and tolerance in all its forms. The
festival includes sporting events, photography and design competitions, but it
also showcases and celebrates regional cuisine with numerous food stands
and chalets dedicated to all the different cultures.

Another central theme of the European Capital of Culture is omnipresent in
Schifflange: sustainability. On the one hand, it is promoted through the use of
regional and environmentally friendly products, and on the other hand,
visitors can experience the extraordinary nature of the “Terres Rouges”.

Schifflange offers a variety of hiking trails, most of which lead through the
former open-cast mining area, which is now a nature reserve inviting visitors
to have picnics and explore the rare vegetation growing on these iron-ore-
bearing soils. The Minett region received the UNESCO label “Man and the
Biosphere” and was thereby declared a biosphere reserve. The natural
contrasts resulting from the mix of the industrial heritage typical of the south
with the rural charm and the nature reserve “Brill” to the north of Schifflange
make it an attractive place to visit.

Within the framework of the Climate Pact, Schifflange has also adopted an
ambitious action plan. It is recognised as one of the most sustainable
municipalities in Luxembourg and continuously launches projects, or rather
initiatives, that benefit the environment. This year, as part of Esch2022, the
municipality of Schifflange is seizing the opportunity to combine culture with
sustainable development by bringing an old legend back to life in order to
renaturalise a watercourse in the Schméttbésch. With its second major
project, “D'So vum Marxeweier”, the municipality of Schifflange aims to
revitalise the natural area around the “Schméttbésch” in a creative way. The
multidisciplinary project revolves around an old legend that has been
brought back to life through the sculptures of Tom Flick. Another part of the



project is the development and production of a children’s book by Betsy
Dentzer (storyteller and author) and illustrated by Pit Wagner. To round off
the project, the Harmonie municipale de Schifflange composes and interprets
a musical piece about the different character traits of the seven
“Waasserjofferen”.

The Schéfflenger Konschthaus gallery, which is the central meeting place for
the citizens of Schifflange, is also part of the programme and invites visitors
to a truly unique experience for art lovers. Every evening during this entire
month that centres around Schifflange, guests are invited to come together
for an “Afterwork” at the Schéfflenger Haff right in the centre of Schifflange.
In a welcoming atmosphere, you can experience the history of Schifflange
and the spirit of its inhabitants.

More projects supported by the municipality of Schifflange:

. 1001 Tonnen - Littering is a problem we all have to deal with.
Photographer Jessica Theis has delved deep into the subject and
captured images showing how recklessly people litter nature.

. Spieglein Spieglein - There is nothing easier than taking a selfie.
Photographer Jessica Theis thought so too and invited the public
to take photos of themselves in a photo box or phone booth and
share them on social media.

. FerroForum - Preserving the heritage of our steel industry is
absolutely essential. The leaders of FerroForum share this view
and are therefore committed to promoting industrial culture and
craftsmanship related to steel and iron. That way, the habits, the
know-how and the scientific innovations of past times will be
made accessible to the general public. Because its history is
closely linked to the steel industry, the decision to support this
project was a no-brainer for the municipality of Schifflange.

. Hidden sessions - This project invites a limited number of people
to participate in musical and artistic performances in a location
with a magical atmosphere that is yet to be revealed. It is a
collaboration between the Youth Club of Schifflange, the Photo
Club and the Foundries of Schifflange that offers an inclusive
and immersive experience for all visitors. “Hidden Sessions”
combines history and culture in a creative and interactive way
and promises an unforgettable experience.

. Les Ensembles 2.2. - They mix the past with the future and
nature with science fiction. Thanks to a new app, visitors now



have the opportunity to discover the nature reserve in
Schifflange in a completely new way.

. L'arrivée de la Jeunesse - A film about the history of Italian
immigration in Luxembourg. The Italian language magazine
Passa Parola is a project partner.

Retrospective:

. Die Maschine steht still - This exceptional play, organised in
collaboration with the Theatre National du Luxembourg (TNL)
and the students of the Lycée des garcons in Esch-Alzette, is
based on the novel of the same name by E.M. Forster (1909). It is
as relevant today as it was back then.

. Minett on Tour - In the spirit of a sustainable, intergenerational
and international cultural project, the Harmonie Municipale de
Differdange launched the “Minett on Tour” project. Following 10
short concerts, each lasting 10 minutes, they set a new
Luxembourg record on 18 June performing a grand finale with
2022 musicians in Differdange.

. 7s0is luso med Esch Orkestra - This orchestra is made up of six
exceptional musicians from Cape Verde, Spain, Italy, Morocco,
Portugal and Luxembourg who did not know each other before.
They do not speak the same language, but communicate with
each other through music. After a week of living together in an
artists’ residence, they had finalised the programme of the 11
concerts to be presented as part of Esch2022 at the beginning of
July. On 6 July 2022, one of the concerts took place in the kiosk
on the Place Grande-Duchesse Charlotte.

For further information, please visit the website of the municipality of
Schifflange as well as the Esch2022 website.

The focus alternates between...

... the town of Esch-Alzette, all the Pro-Sud municipalities (Kayl, Schifflange,
Dudelange, Bettembourg, Mondercange, Kderjeng, Sanem, Pétange,
Differdange, Rumelange) and the eight French municipalities. In order to
showcase the cultural richness and unique characteristics of each one, the
focus will alternate between the different municipalities for a month at a


https://schifflange.lu/esch2022/
https://schifflange.lu/esch2022/
https://esch2022.lu/en/cultural-agenda/

time. In Esch-Alzette, there will be events and activities all year round.

. 22.02.-21.03: Kaerjeng (fr. Bascharage)

. 22.03.-21.04: Pétange (fr. Pétange)

. 22.04.-21.05: Bettembourg (fr. Bettembourg)

. 22.05.-21.06: Dudelange (fr. Dudelange) / CCPHVA

. 22.06.-21.07: Sanem (fr. Sanem) / CCPHVA

. 22.07.-21.08: Schifflange (fr. Schifflange)

. 22.08.-21.09: Mondercange (fr. Mondercange)

. 22.09.-21.10: Differdange (fr. Differdange)

. 22.10.- 21.11: Rumelange (fr. Rumelange) / CCPHVA (17.10.-
13.11)

. 22.12.- 22.12: Kayl/Tétange (fr. Kayl Tétange)

The French municipalities of Aumetz, Audun-le-Tiche, Boulange, Ottange,
Thil, Rédange, Russange and Villerupt will also be included.

About Esch2022

Esch2022 is the European Capital of Culture 2022, featuring the town of
Esch-Alzette, the ten other Luxembourg municipalities of the Pro-Sud union
and the eight French municipalities of the CCPHVA region. The slogan of
Esch2022 is “Remix Culture”. Production work on the implementation of all of
the themes is being carried out in close cooperation with the municipalities,
the ministries and other partners. Esch2022 is managed by the association
‘Capitale européenne de la culture 2022 asbl’. In 2022, two other cities in
Europe will hold this title: Kaunas in Lithuania and Novi Sad in Serbia.
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