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Earthbound - In Dialogue with Nature

Exhibition to be presented in the Mollerei (Esch-Belval) as part of the
European Capital of Culture Esch2022 from the 4" of June until the 14"of
August 2022, organised in collaboration with HEK (House of Electronic Arts)
and curated by Sabine Himmelsbach and Boris Magrini, with the support of
Yulia Fisch.

Dramatic images of extreme weather phenomena - floods, hurricanes, or
forest fires due to severe drought - have become ever-present. Our oceans
are littered with accumulations of plastic waste. The biodiversity of our
planet is diminishing as species of all kinds go extinct. As global warming
progresses, these are among the serious issues that demand solutions. It is a



fact that these problems are largely man-made and that human activity has a
major impact on biological, geological, and atmospheric processes on earth.

The exhibition Earthbound - In Dialogue with Nature presents 19 works by
internationally renowned artists with the aim to spark reflection on urgent
environmental issues, especially in regard to the complex relationship
between human mankind and the ecosystem. The works on view span from
tentative blueprints as possible solutions and alternative models for a more
eco-aware coexistence with our environment to inquiries into the use of
digital tools for a sustainable use of our resources.

Media arts to expand perception and awareness

At the same time, digitalisation is affecting all areas of life, from economy
and cultural production to the private sphere. This prompts the question of
how digital tools can be applied to advance a sustainable use of our
resources. What role can technology take on in fostering a biocentric
worldview and true coexistence on the planet between human mankind, the
ecosystem and all other species? Accordingly, artistic practices employing
media, technologies, and technoscientific methods stand at the centre of the
exhibition. The creative application of digital media and new technologies -
from artificial intelligence (Al), virtual reality (VR), interactive and immersive
installations, multimedia sculptures and video installations - invite the
audience to engage with such questions.

The artworks critically challenge the notion that humans are at the centre of
creation, encouraging us to surrender our egocentric perspective and
rediscover our relationship with nature on this planet. Many of the works on
show were created from an interdisciplinary approach, in collaborations
between artists and scientists from a wide range of fields, spanning from
geology and meteorology to oceanography. Technology often appears
detached. Yet, while the participating artists hardly stand for the idea that
technology can guarantee a “better” future based on the assumption that
technological solutions alone will save the planet, they all employ
technology able to enlighten us and become aware of otherwise invisible
ecological processes, thereby contributing to a better coexistence with our
environment.

Earthbound - In Dialogue with Nature is a production by HEK (House of
Electronic Arts) in Basel, curated by Sabine Himmelsbach (Director) and Boris



Magrini (Head of Programme). In 2018, HEK realised the exhibition Eco-
Visionaries, which looked at ecological change via the role of art and
influence of media technologies in a discourse of science, technology, and
eco-activism. The exhibition for Esch2022 in Esch-Belval is a continuation of
the debate, offering new food for thought on what is one of the central tasks
of our time. Hence the title of the exhibition: Earthbound. Where better to
stage our connection with earth than in the rooms of the Maéllerei, a former
raw materials’ warehouse.

The exhibition will be accompanied by a rich programme of guided tours and
workshops. An exhibition catalogue will be published by Hatje Cantz in
summer.

Artists

Refik Anadol (Los Angeles, US)

Donatien Aubert (Paris, FR)

Melanie Bonajo (Amsterdam, NL and New York, US)

Tega Brain (New York, US)

Erik Bunger (Berlin, DE)

Alexandra Daisy Ginsberg (London, GB)

Gil Delindro (Porto, PT)

Gilberto Esparza (Mexico, MX)

Fragmentin (Lausanne, CH)

Maria Castellanos & Alberto Valverde (Oslo, NO)

Persijn Broersen & Margit Lukacs (Amsterdam, NL)



Mary Maggic (Vienna, AT)

Marc Lee (Eglisau, CH)

Marcus Maeder (Zurich, CH)

Melodie Mousset (Zurich, CH)

Rasa Smite and Raitis Smits (Riga, LV)

Sabrina Ratté (Marseille, FR)

Scenocosme : Grégory Lasserre & Anais met den Ancx (Lyon, FR)

Sissel Marie Tonn & Jonathan Reus (The Hague, NL)

Images of selected works follow the text

Curators

Sabine Himmelsbach

Since 2012, Sabine Himmelsbach is director of HEK (House of Electronic Arts).
After studying art history in Munich, she worked for galleries in Munich and
Vienna from 1993-1996. She later became project manager for exhibitions
and conferences for the Steirischer Herbst Festival in Graz, Austria. In 1999
Sabine Himmelsbach became exhibition director at the ZKM | Center for Art
and Media in Karlsruhe. From 2005- 2011 she was the artistic director of the
Edith-Russ-House for Media Art in Oldenburg, Germany. 2011 she curated
gateways. Art and Networked Culture for the Kumu Art Museum in Tallinn as
part of the European Capital of Culture Tallinn 2011 programme. Her
exhibitions at HEK in Basel include Ryoji Ikeda (2014), Poetics and Politics of
Data (2015), Rafael Lozano-Hemmer: Preabsence (2016), unREAL (2017), Lynn
Hershman Leeson: Anti-Bodies, Eco-Visionaries (2018), Entangled Realities.
Living with Artificial Intelligence (2019), Making FASHION Sense (2020), and
Real Feelings. Emotion and Technology (2020). As a writer and lecturer, she is
dedicated to topics related to media art and digital culture.



Boris Magrini

Boris Magrini is head of programme and curator at HEK (House of Electronic
Arts). He studied art history at the University of Geneva and completed his
PhD at the University of Zurich. He was curator at aDuplex in Geneva,
assistant curator at Kunsthalle Fribourg and Kunsthalle Zurich, and he is the
editor of the Italian pages of Kunstbulletin. Curated shows include Radical
Gaming(2021), Shaping the Invisible World(2020), Entangled Realities - Living
with Artificial Intelligence (2019), Future Love. Desire and Kinship in Hypernature
(2018), Grounded Visions: Artistic Research into Environmental
Issues(2015-2016), Hydra Project (2016), Anathema (2007 -2008), and
Mutamenti (2007). Some of his publications include: Automation and
Intentionality — Photography Without the Camera, in Automated Photography
(ECAL/Lausanne, Morel Books: 2021), Confronting the Machine: An Enquiry into
the Subversive Drives of Computer - Generated Art (Berlin/Boston: de Gruyter
2017), and Hackteria: An Example of Neomodern Activism (Leonardo Electronic
Almanac Vol. 20, Issue 1, 2014).

In Collaboration with HEK (House of Electronic Arts)

HEK (House of Electronic Arts) in Basel is Switzerland’s national competence
center for all art forms that employ or reflect on new technologies and media.
With its interdisciplinary approach, HEK enables a broad public to gain
insights into art production of various genres at the conjunction between art,
media, and technology. In a diverse programme of exhibitions, smaller
festival formats, performances, and concerts, HEK is dedicated to taking a
closer look at current social issues and questions as well as technological and
aesthetic developments. In addition to organising exhibitions and events,
HEK is concerned with the methodology of collecting and the preservation of
digital art.

Earthbound - In Dialogue with Nature is the second of the four Esch2022
exhibitions in the Mollerei in Esch-Belval. They are organised in collaboration
with internationally renowned museums or centres of excellence. The full
programme, which covers all disciplines and takes place across the Esch2022
region, is available on www.esch2022.lu.

The Mollerei

The Mollerei is a large industrial building originally used to store the raw


http://www.esch2022.lu

materials (coke and iron ore) before they were fed into the blast furnaces to
produce cast iron and slag. With a total length of about 160 meters, the
Mollerei is a characteristic feature of the former Belval steel plant and local
area. Opened to the public in 2018 after extensive transformation work, the
North section is now home to the Luxembourg Learning Centre. The South
section has recently undergone thorough restoration work. It now connects to
the Blast Furnace A via a metal footbridge and accommodates a 500 square
meter exhibition space over three floors.

Practical information

Exhibition 4™ June - 14™August 2022

Vernissage 4" June 2022 11:00 - 19:00

Open Monday - Sunday & bank holidays 11:00 - 19:00
Closed on Tuesday

Prices

7€
5€ Reduced (21 - 26 years old / over 60 / ICOM card holder)

12€ Combined exhibitions at Massenoire and Mollerei
8€ Reduced exhibitions at Massenoire and Mollerei

Free Below 21 / students below 26 / interpreter guides / press card holders /
Kulturpass holders

Free entry from the 4th of June to the 12th of June
Free guided tours
Saturday & Sunday from 15:00

Guided tours upon request



(LU, FR, DE, EN, PT, IT, ES, sign languages)

reservation@esch2022.lu

Entrance via the Esch2022 Visitor Centre

3, Avenue des Hauts-Fourneaux, L-4365 Esch-sur-Alzette

The exhibition is complemented by guided tours and workshops.
Registration on the website Esch2022.lu / reservation@esch2022.lu

Pictures about the exhibitions:

https://platform.crowdriff.com...

About Esch2022

Esch2022 is the European Capital of Culture 2022, featuring the town of
Esch-Alzette, the ten other Luxembourg municipalities of the Pro-Sud union
and the eight French municipalities of the CCPHVA region. The slogan of
Esch2022 is “Remix Culture”. Production work on the implementation of all of
the themes is being carried out in close cooperation with the municipalities,
the ministries and other partners. Esch2022 is managed by the association
‘Capitale européenne de la culture 2022 asbl’. In 2022, two other cities in
Europe will hold this title: Kaunas in Lithuania and Novi Sad in Serbia.
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Elisabeth Genco
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elisabeth.genco@esch2022.lu
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Jessika Rauch
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Lead PR & Media Esch2022
jessika.rauch@esch2022.lu
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Florian Vanicatte

Press Contact

PR agency Send/Receive
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florian@sendreceive.eu

Jeremy Higginbotham

Press Contact

PR agency Send/Receive
Netherlands/Belgium
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Anne Maier

Press Contact

PR agency Send/Receive
Netherlands/Belgium
(Dutch)/UK/Italy/Germany/Austria/Switzerland
anne@sendreceive.eu
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