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The exhibition “Remixing Industrial Pasts:
Constructing the Identity of the Minett”
puts industrial history in the spotlight

The central theme of this historical exhibition is the continuous process of
transformation of the Minett region from the end of the 19th century until
today. It examines how the transformation has shaped the identity of the area
and its people - on an individual as well as collective level. Once agricultural,
the region has undergone major changes in the age of industrialisation;
during deindustrialisation, a knowledge society has developed.



Based on a research project by the Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary and
Digital History (C2DH), supported by Esch2022, the Italian artist collective
Tokonoma and the architectural firm 2F Architettura have translated the
researchers’ findings into an exhibition that is both historical and artistic.

The result is a show that unfolds across two levels. The upper part of the
lofty industrial hall accommodates a video installation mainly based on
material from the Centre national de l'audiovisuel (CNA). The visitors are thus
immersed in family films, TV reports, feature films, documentaries and other
moving images. The overall installation is an edit of almost 100 years of
industrial history! The themes that are unravelling visually on the screens are
then discussed at floor level in five separate installations with an airy,
ephemeral appearance that line the visitor’s path. They focus on the interplay
between industrial culture, local and regional identities and personal
memories and collective memory.

An itinerary based on 5 perspectives

The first installation presents the Minett which, with its rich deposits of iron
ore, is a landscape that has been radically transformed by human activity.
Landscapes, places and meanings were erased and overwritten, sometimes
multiple times. For this reason, the Minett can be compared to a “palimpsest”.
The second part addresses the influence of the steel industry on the visual
representation of the region, how it dominated this image as a visual
monopoly in the 20th century and how its decline favoured the emergence of
social photography from the 1970s onwards. The third part deals with the
issue of the pollution brought by the industry. Dust released by factories not
only soiled facades and drying laundry; it also created health problems. This
aspect of industry was in stark contrast to the well-kept parks and
picturesque forests in the Minett Basin, which residents were supposed to
enjoy as a kind of compensation for the inconvenience.

The next chapter focuses on the daily life of the Minett during the boom of
the industrial era. Working in the mines and factories was only one part of
this everyday life; therefore, special attention is paid to women and their
roles at home as well as at work to give a new perspective on the industrial
past.



The last thematic part addresses the history of the Minett region as an area
that has also been shaped by the omnipresent national borders. Customs
surveillance, cross-border mobility and smuggling activities impacted the
lives of many inhabitants at the border. Not to forget the invisible borders
created by laws and decrees between the national and foreign populations.

In collaboration with:
Tokonoma

Tokonoma is a collective of multimedia artists and designers founded by
Chiara Ligi and Mauro Macella in 2017. Combining stories, videos, images
and sounds in complex narrative structures, they embrace interactivity, multi-
vision and story fragmentation to create immersive experiences, such as
video installations, interactive environments, theatrical projects, museums
and exhibitions. Their works mostly focus on intangible heritage, such as
individual and collective stories and memories.

2F Architettura

2F Architettura is an architectural firm based in Milan and Alghero
established in 2006 by Ilaria Farina and Alessandro Floris. The studio works
on different architectural scales, from interior design to landscape, with
particular expertise in museums and exhibitions.

Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary and Digital History (C2DH)

The Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary and Digital History (C?DH) is the
University of Luxembourg’s third interdisciplinary research centre, focusing
on high-quality research, analysis and public dissemination in the field of
contemporary Luxembourgish and European history. It promotes an
interdisciplinary approach with a particular focus on new digital methods and
tools for historical research, teaching and public outreach.

The curators
Tokonoma
Luxembourg Centre for Contemporary and Digital History (C*DH)



The building
Massenoire

The Massenoire building, commissioned in 1965, served as a production site
for tamping mass (tar-based) used to close the taphole of the blast furnaces
and was called “black mass” (masse noire). In the eastern part of the building
is a semi-outdoor space which served as a shelter to dry the pan wagons.
After the introduction of the counter-pressure process, production was
stopped, and the workshop closed at the end of the 1970s.

Practical information
Exhibition 27th February — 15th May 2022
Opening event 27th February 2022 13:00 - 18:00

Open Monday - Sunday & bank holidays 11:00 - 18:00 (February — March)
Closed on Tuesday

Open Monday - Sunday & bank holidays 11:00 - 19:00 (April - May)
Closed on Tuesday

Prices
7€
5€ Reduced (21 - 26 years old / over 60 / ICOM card holder)

12€ Combined Remixing Industrial Pasts + Hacking Identity - Dancing
Diversity

8€ Reduced Remixing Industrial Pasts + Hacking Identity - Dancing Diversity
Free Below 21 / students below 26 / interpreter guides / press card holders /
Kulturpass holders

Free entry from the 27th of February to the 6th of March

Free guided tours



Saturday & Sunday from 15:00

Guided tours upon request
(LU, FR, DE, EN, PT, IT, ES, sign languages) reservation@esch2022.lu

Entrance via the Esch2022 Visitor Centre
3, Avenue des Hauts-Fourneaux, L-4365 Esch-sur-Alzette

About Esch2022

Esch2022 is the European Capital of Culture 2022, featuring the town of
Esch-Alzette, the ten other Luxembourg municipalities of the Pro-Sud union
and the eight French municipalities of the CCPHVA region. The slogan of
Esch2022 is “Remix Culture”. Production work on the implementation of all of
the themes is being carried out in close cooperation with the municipalities,
the ministries and other partners. Esch2022 is managed by the association
‘Capitale européenne de la culture 2022 asbl’. In 2022, two other cities in
Europe will hold this title: Kaunas in Lithuania and Novi Sad in Serbia.
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