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Hacking Identity - Dancing Diversity

The first exhibition to be presented in the newly refurbished Mollerei (Esch-
Belval) from 27 February till 15 May 2022 is organised in collaboration with
ZKM | Center for Art and Media Karlsruhe and curated by Anett Holzheid and
Peter Weibel.

The exhibition Hacking Identity — Dancing Diversity gathers the works of 26
internationally acclaimed artists whose work explores phenomena of
dissolution, metamorphosis, and multiplication of identity in the age of
digital technologies.



Video installations, large-scale screen projections, participatory artworks and
sculptural objects visualise phenomena related to the dissolution,
transformation and duplication of identity. All of the presented artworks
incorporate “hacking” as an artistic practice and active gesture. Originally
derived from information technology, this term now has a positive
connotation in popular digital culture and refers to creative methods of
overcoming usage restrictions. Applied to the power of definition and to
cultural norms, hacking also describes experimental forms of acting for
change. As social realities and aspirational ideals in particular reflect
messages encoded by media producers, the participating artists explore how
media influence processes of identification — ranging from the cult

of personality to emancipation, imitation and ironisation.

The exhibition is accompanied by a rich programme of guided tours and
workshops. An exhibition catalogue will be published by Hatje Cantz in

spring.

A relevant collaboration

Esch2022 has invited the ZKM | Karlsruhe, one of the world’s most prominent
institutions in the field of media art. Its unique history and expertise lead to
an elaborate take on the theme of “Remix Yourself” to explore the cultural
significance of art and media technologies. The curatorial team Anett
Holzheid and Peter Weibel developed a parcours through the

building, where visitors experience a dense interplay of mediality and
materiality. The selected artworks offer numerous connections between the
current digital media world and the local identity of the Minett region with
its characteristic industrial heritage and multiculturalism.

A space for encounter

The exhibition takes place in the Mollerei, a large industrial building at the
heart of the former industrial site of Esch-Alzette and located in the middle
of the city's young university district of Belval. Nested in the Mdllerei’s
simultaneously grand and intimate architecture the exhibition space spreads
over three floors, covering a total area of approximately 500 square meters
and features a 26-metre-high central nave. The complex and unique nature of
the architecture allows for a dialogue between the artworks and the
preserved old technical equipment used to store and transport the "charge”
(mixture of coke and iron ore) into the tanks of the

neighbouring blast furnaces.



Artists

Kateryna Borovschi (ES)
Ludger Brummer (DE)
Saddie Choua (BE)
Nadim Choufi (LB)
Danica Dakic (DE)
Margret Eicher (DE)
Thomas Feuerstein (AT)
Chiara Fumai (IT)
Christoph Girardet (DE) & Matthias Muller (DE)
Hanna Haaslahti (FI)
Daniel Heiss (DE)

Délio Jasse (IT)

Marc Lee (CH)

Laurent Mignonneau (AT) & Christa Sommerer (AT)
Marie-Luce Nadal (FR)
onformative (DE)
Dennis Oppenheim (US)
Wong Ping (HK)
Jonathan Rescigno (DE)
rosalie (DE)

Lazaro Saavedra (CU)
Tristan Schulze (DE)
Virgil Widrich (AT)

Lu Yang (CN)

Curators

Anett Holzheid is a humanities and media scholar working as scientific
consultant and curator at ZKM | Karlsruhe since 2015. She has lectured
extensively in the fields of culture and media studies at several German
universities. After completing two graduate programmes and further studies
in digital information analysis, she earned her PhD with a dissertation on the
history of media culture. Her research interests include artistic media spaces
with a strong focus on transdisciplinary relations between classical and
emerging media art genres. She has conceptualised various mediation
formats at the intersections of art, science, civic participation and
collaborative engagement. Recent curatorial projects include the exhibitions:
“Negative Space. Trajectories of Sculpture” (ZKM, 2019) and “Konrad Balder
Schauffelen. Language is a Body, Forsooth” (ZKM, 2017).



Peter Weibel is a pioneering Austrian media artist, internationally active
curator and media theorist. He is the artistic-scientific director and CEO of
ZKM | Karlsruhe and director of the Peter Weibel Research Institute for
Digital Cultures at the University of Applied Arts Vienna. He was professor of
Media Theory at the University of Applied Arts Vienna (1984 - 2011), head

of the Digital Arts Laboratory at the Media Department of the State University
of New York at Buffalo (1984 - 1989) and founding director of the Institute
of New Media at the Stadelschule in Frankfurt/Main (1989 - 1994). As artistic
director, he has headed Ars Electronica in Linz

(1986 - 1995), the Seville Biennial (BIACS3, 2008) and the Moscow Biennale
of Contemporary Art (2011). He commissioned the Austrian pavilion at the
Venice Biennale (1993 - 1999) and was chief curator of the Neue Galerie
Graz (1993 - 1998). peter-weibel.at

Collaboration

The ZKM | Center for Art and Media Karlsruhe is a cultural institution that is
unique in the world. With its art collection, publications, archives, and artistic,
scholarly, and scientific research on the electronic arts, the ZKM stands for a
program of interdisciplinary projects and international collaborations. In its
exhibitions, symposia, concerts, and workshops, the ZKM communicates the
theoretical discourses of philosophy, science, technology, politics,

and economics from a contemporary artistic perspective.

The ZKM | Karlsruhe has the fourth largest database in the world after the
MoMA in New York, the Venice Biennale and the Centre Pompidou in Paris.
The ZKM not only ranks first among German museums but is also one of the
most important art institutions in the world.

(ArtFacts.net)

The Mollerei

The Mollerei is a large industrial building originally used to store the raw
materials (coke and iron ore) before they were fed into the blast furnaces to
produce cast iron and slag. With a total length of about 160 meters the
Mollerei is a characteristic feature of the former Belval steel plant and local
area. Opened to the public in 2018 after extensive transformation work

the North section is now home to the Luxembourg Learning Centre. The
South section has recently undergone thorough restoration work. It now
connects to the Blast Furnace A via a metal footbridge and accommodates a
500 square meter exhibition space over 3 floors.



Practical information

Exhibition 27th February — 15th May 2022
Opening event 27th February 2022 13:00 - 18:00

Open Monday - Sunday & bank holidays 11:00 - 18:00 (February — March)
Closed on Tuesday

Open Monday - Sunday & bank holidays 11:00 - 19:00 (April - May)
Closed on Tuesday

Prices
7€
5€ Reduced (21 - 26 years old / over 60 / ICOM card holder)

12€ Combined Hacking Identity = Dancing Diversity + Remixing Industrial
Pasts

8€ Reduced Hacking ldentity - Dancing Diversity + Remixing Industrial Pasts

Free Below 21 / students below 26 / interpreter guides / press card holders /
Kulturpass holders

Free entry from the 27th of February to the 6th of March

Free guided tours
Saturday & Sunday from 15:00

Guided tours upon request
(LU, FR, DE, EN, PT, IT, ES, sign languages)reservation@esch2022.lu

Entrance via the Esch2022 Visitor Centre
3, Avenue des Hauts-Fourneaux, L-4365 Esch-sur-Alzette

The exhibition is complemented by guided tours and workshops. Registration
on the website
Esch2022.lu / reservation@esch2022.lu



mailto:reservation@esch2022.lu
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About Esch2022

Esch2022 is the European Capital of Culture 2022, featuring the town of
Esch-Alzette, the ten other Luxembourg municipalities of the Pro-Sud union
and the eight French municipalities of the CCPHVA region. The slogan of
Esch2022 is “Remix Culture”. Production work on the implementation of all of
the themes is being carried out in close cooperation with the municipalities,
the ministries and other partners. Esch2022 is managed by the association
‘Capitale européenne de la culture 2022 asbl’. In 2022, two other cities in
Europe will hold this title: Kaunas in Lithuania and Novi Sad in Serbia.
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